
 

 

DECLARATION	  ON	  NON-‐COMMUNICABLE	  DISEASES	  (NCDs)	  AND	  INTERNATIONAL	  TRADE	  AND	  INVESTMENT	  
THE	  FUTURE	  OF	  OUR	  HEALTH	  

	  	  
The	  Declaration	  on	  NCDs	  and	  Trade	  calls	  upon	  government	  leaders,	  policy-‐makers	  and	  other	  stakeholders	  
to	  prioritize	  public	  health	  and	  sustainable	  economic	  development,	  and	  to	  promote	  equity	  and	  coherence	  
among	  public	  policy	  in	  economic,	  social	  and	  health	  sectors	  that	  will	  enable	  an	  effective	  global	  response	  to	  

NCDs.	  
	  	  
We,	  as	  a	  new	  generation	  of	  advocates	  and	  public	  stewards,	  uphold	  the	  right	  to	  the	  highest	  attainable	  standard	  of	  
health,	  as	  enshrined	  in	  the	  instruments	  and	  proclaimed	  by	  agencies	  of	  the	  United	  Nations;	  and	  as	  a	  coalition	  of	  
human	  rights	  actors,	  social	  justice	  organizations,	  the	  public	  sector,	  and	  academics;	  
	  	  
Stand	  with	  a	  global	  community	  to	  petition	  for	  an	  open,	  free	  and	  peaceful	  society	  that	  ensures	  policies	  that	  
enable—	  not	  undermine—	  health	  gains	  for	  all;	  
	  	  
Concerned	  about	  our	  health	  and	  the	  future	  health	  of	  our	  communities	  with	  the	  enormous	  and	  growing	  global	  
burden	  of	  non-‐communicable	  diseases	  (NCDs),	  expected	  to	  account	  for	  60%	  of	  all	  disease	  burden	  and	  73%	  of	  all	  
deaths	  by	  2020,	  primarily	  within	  low-‐	  and	  middle-‐income	  countries1;	  
	  	  
Further	  concerned	  about	  the	  disproportionate	  burden	  of	  death	  and	  disability	  from	  NCDs	  among	  impoverished	  
and	  marginalized	  populations,	  and	  the	  devastating	  threat	  that	  NCDs	  present	  to	  social	  and	  economic	  development,	  
with	  a	  staggering	  economic	  burden	  estimated	  at	  US$	  47	  trillion	  globally	  over	  the	  next	  two	  decades	  —	  a	  sum	  of	  
money	  which	  would	  lift	  2.5	  billion	  people	  above	  the	  two	  dollar-‐a-‐day	  poverty	  line	  for	  more	  than	  half	  a	  century2;	  	  
	  	  
Recalling	   the	   Political	   Declaration	   of	   the	   High-‐level	   Meeting	   of	   the	   General	   Assembly	   on	   the	   Prevention	   and	  
Control	  of	  NCDs	  in	  2011	  and	  the	  call	  by	  the	  World	  Health	  Assembly	  to	  reduce	  premature	  mortality	  from	  NCDs	  by	  
25%	  by	  the	  year	  2025	  (25	  x	  25);	  

Conscious	  that	  the	  burden	  of	  NCDs	  can	  be	  reduced	  by	  comprehensive	  preventive	  and	  control	  strategies	  focused	  
on	  the	  reduction	  of	  key	  risk	  factors	  including	  unhealthy	  diets,	  tobacco	  use,	  physical	  inactivity,	  and	  the	  harmful	  
use	  of	  alcohol,	  and	  increased	  equitable	  access	  to	  health	  services	  and	  life-‐saving	  and	  life-‐prolonging	  medicines;	  
	  	  
Fully	  convinced	  of	  the	  opportunities	  for	  global	  health	  advances	  afforded	  through	  bilateral,	  regional,	  and	  
multilateral	  trade	  and	  investment	  agreements	  through	  meaningful	  and	  enforceable	  reforms	  to	  improve	  access	  to	  
sufficient,	  safe	  and	  nutritious	  food	  that	  meets	  the	  dietary	  needs	  and	  food	  preferences	  for	  all	  people	  at	  all	  times;	  
increase	  access	  to,	  and	  equity	  in	  the	  distribution	  of,	  high	  quality	  health	  services;	  and	  facilitate	  upward	  
harmonization	  of	  regulations	  in	  the	  interests	  of	  health;	  
	  

Affirming	  that	  bilateral,	  regional,	  and	  multilateral	  trade	  and	  investment	  agreements	  pose	  threats	  to	  the	  health	  
and	  well-‐being	  for	  all	  people	  in	  all	  countries	  by	  restraining	  national	  and	  local	  governments	  from	  implementing	  
public	  health	  measures	  that:	  	  

• Protect	  health	  by	  regulating	  the	  sale	  of	  products	  and	  services	  that	  increase	  risk	  of	  NCDs,	  such	  as	  
unhealthy	  food,	  tobacco,	  and	  alcohol;	  	  

• Promote	  equitable	  availability	  and	  accessibility	  of	  life-‐saving	  and	  life-‐prolonging	  NCD	  medicines	  and	  care;	  	  
	  

                                                
1 WHO | WHO NCD Surveillance strategy [Internet]. WHO. Available from: http://www.who.int/ncd_surveillance/strategy/en/ 
2 The Global Economic Burden of Non-communicable Diseases [Internet]. The Global Economic Burden of Non-communicable 
Diseases | World Economic Forum. Available from: http://www.weforum.org/reports/global-economic-burden-non-communicable-
diseases 



 

 

Recognizing	  that	  the	  global	  25	  x	  25	  target	  can	  be	  compromised	  by	  new	  and	  existing	  international	  trade	  and	  
investment	  treaty	  language;	  
	  	  
Declare	  -‐	  
	  	  
That	  we	  recognize	  the	  need	  to	  address	  the	  role	  of	  vested	  interests	  in	  the	  public	  policy-‐making	  process	  and	  in	  the	  
setting	  of	  health	  policy,	  and	  to	  ensure	  that	  negotiation	  of	  international	  trade	  and	  investment	  agreements	  gives	  
primacy	  to	  protecting	  the	  health	  of	  citizens	  over	  the	  commercial	  and	  economic	  rights	  of	  companies	  and	  trading	  
partners.	  
	  	  
That	  bilateral	  and	  regional	  trade	  and	  investment	  agreements	  should	  no	  longer	  create	  opportunities	  for	  private	  
entities	  to	  initiate	  litigation	  against	  the	  state	  with	  respect	  to	  regulation	  in	  the	  interests	  of	  public	  health.	  
	  	  
That	  we	  call	  on	  the	  parties	  negotiating	  any	  bilateral	  or	  regional	  trade	  and	  investment	  agreement	  to	  publish	  draft	  
texts	  during	  negotiations,	  with	  sufficient	  time	  to	  enable	  effective	  legislative	  scrutiny	  and	  public	  debate.	  
	  	  
That	  we	  call	  on	  the	  parties	  negotiating	  any	  bilateral	  or	  regional	  trade	  and	  investment	  agreement,	  to:	  

• Clarify	  and	  improve	  investment	  protection	  rules	  and	  the	  operation	  of	  dispute	  settlement	  procedures	  by	  
reaffirming	  that	  the	  right	  of	  states	  to	  regulate	  in	  the	  pursuit	  of	  legitimate	  public	  policy	  objectives	  by	  
preventing	  investors	  from	  bringing	  frivolous	  claims	  through	  obligations	  to	  pay	  all	  litigation	  costs,	  
including	  those	  of	  the	  state,	  when	  their	  claim	  is	  lost,	  and	  by	  introducing	  codes	  of	  conduct	  into	  the	  
arbitration	  system	  to	  address	  transparency	  and	  conflicts	  of	  interest.	  

• Ensure	  general	  exceptions	  for	  governments	  to	  regulate	  for	  public	  health	  purposes	  tobacco	  use	  and	  
reductions	  in	  the	  consumption	  of	  unhealthy	  food	  and	  beverage,	  and	  the	  harmful	  use	  alcohol,	  consistent	  
with	  international	  health	  laws	  (such	  as	  the	  Framework	  Convention	  on	  Tobacco	  Control)	  and/or	  World	  
Health	  Organization	  (WHO)	  best	  practices	  recommendations.	  

• Unequivocally	  affirm	  the	  rights	  of	  governments	  to	  avail	  fully	  of	  the	  flexibilities	  within	  the	  World	  Trade	  
Organization’s	  Agreement	  on	  Trade-‐Related	  Intellectual	  Property	  Rights	  (TRIPS),	  consistent	  with	  the	  
Doha	  Declaration	  on	  TRIPS	  and	  Public	  Health.	  
	  	  

That	  when	  the	  United	  Nations	  considers	  measures	  to	  address	  the	  disparate	  needs	  of	  access	  to	  new	  diagnostics	  
and	  treatments	  for	  cancer	  and	  other	  NCDs,	  it	  should	  devote	  more	  attention	  to	  the	  promising	  and	  logical	  proposals	  
to	  de-‐link	  research	  &	  development	  costs	  from	  product	  prices,	  and	  to	  provide	  incentives	  for	  treatments	  that	  are	  
affordable	  and	  feasible	  in	  low-‐resource	  settings;	  conscious	  of	  the	  fact	  that	  de-‐linkage	  proposals	  are	  designed	  to	  
introduce	  new	  business	  models	  that	  reconcile	  both	  innovation	  and	  access	  to	  health	  technologies.	  
	  
That	  we	  call	  on	  the	  WHO,	  the	  Food	  and	  Agricultural	  Organization	  (FAO),	  the	  World	  Trade	  Organization	  (WTO),	  
United	  Nations	  Development	  Program	  (UNDP),	  and	  other	  relevant	  international,	  supranational	  organizations,	  
and	  non-‐governmental	  organizations	  to	  provide	  technical	  assistance	  to	  governments	  of	  low	  and	  middle-‐income	  
countries	  to	  achieve	  coherence	  between	  trade,	  health,	  agriculture	  and	  nutrition	  policies.	  This	  may	  include,	  for	  
example,	  the	  use	  of	  health	  impacts	  assessments	  prior	  to	  ratification	  of	  individual	  trade	  agreements,	  establishing	  
of	  policy	  safeguards	  such	  as	  ministerial	  level	  trade	  and	  health	  review	  committees,	  and	  providing	  government	  
officials	  with	  the	  requisite	  training	  and	  skills	  to	  participate	  effectively	  in	  trade	  and	  health	  negotiations.	  	  
	  
That	  we	  encourage,	  and	  where	  possible	  will	  support,	  collaboration	  between	  national	  governments,	  especially	  
South-‐South	  collaboration,	  to	  share	  knowledge	  and	  technical	  expertise	  pertaining	  to	  trade,	  health,	  and	  NCDs.	  	  



 

 

	  
That	  we	  commit	  to	  direct	  and	  collective	  action,	  now	  and	  for	  the	  future,	  to	  help	  realize	  such	  changes	  through:	  	  

• Structured,	  evidence-‐based,	  and	  action-‐oriented	  collaboration	  among	  both	  diverse	  civil	  society	  
organizations	  and	  academic	  institutions	  with	  expertise	  in	  matters	  related	  to	  international	  trade	  and	  
investment,	  health,	  and/or	  social	  justice.	  

• Engagement	  with	  all	  key	  stakeholders	  across	  government,	  UN	  agencies,	  and	  civil	  society	  to	  formulate	  
sensible,	  practical	  policies	  to	  achieve	  25	  x	  25.	  

	  
Principal	  Convener:	  

	  
	  
Signatories:	  
	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Optional	  Content	  for	  Inclusion:	  
	  
Acknowledging	  the	  failures	  of	  the	  current	  business	  models	  to	  ensure	  equitable	  access	  to	  treatment	  in	  
developing	  countries,	  and	  even	  in	  high-‐income	  countries;	  
	  
Fully	  convinced	  of	  the	  opportunities	  for	  global	  health	  advances	  afforded	  through	  bilateral,	  regional,	  and	  
multilateral	  trade	  and	  investment	  agreements	  through	  meaningful/justiciable/enforceable	  reforms	  to:	  	  

• Improve	  access	  to	  healthy	  foods,	  such	  as	  non-‐starchy	  fruits	  and	  vegetables,	  whole	  grains,	  legumes	  and	  
nuts,	  instead	  of	  foods	  with	  added	  sugars,	  salt,	  saturated	  fat,	  partially	  hydrogenated	  vegetable	  oil;	  

• Ensure	  that	  nutrition	  labeling	  is	  better	  suited	  to	  inform	  consumers	  of	  the	  net	  nutrition	  value	  of	  food	  and	  
to	  best	  encourage	  manufacturers	  to	  reformulate	  food	  to	  make	  it	  more	  nutritious;	  

• Effective	  safeguards	  to	  protection	  children	  from	  commercial	  marketing;	  	  
• Shift	  taxes	  and	  subsidies	  to	  optimize	  incentives	  to	  purchase	  and	  consume	  healthy	  foods	  and	  disincentives	  

for	  unhealthy	  foods;	  	  
• Modify	  compositional	  standards	  to	  favor	  healthier	  ingredients,	  
• Increase	  access	  to,	  and	  equity	  in	  the	  distribution	  of,	  high	  quality	  health	  services;	  	  
• Facilitate	  upward	  harmonization	  of	  regulations	  in	  the	  interests	  of	  health;	  
	  

Affirming	  that	  bilateral,	  regional,	  and	  multilateral	  trade	  and	  investment	  agreements	  pose	  threats	  to	  the	  health	  
and	  well-‐being	  for	  all	  people	  in	  all	  countries	  by	  restraining	  national	  and	  local	  governments	  from	  
implementing	  public	  health	  measures	  that	  protect	  health	  by	  regulating	  the	  sale	  of	  products	  and	  services	  
that	  increase	  risk	  of	  NCDs,	  such	  as	  food,	  tobacco,	  alcohol,	  and	  products	  that	  promote	  sedentary	  living,	  or	  



 

 

measures	  that	  promote	  the	  availability	  and	  accessibility	  of	  life-‐saving	  and	  life-‐prolonging	  NCD	  medicines	  
and	  care;	  	  
	  
That	  bilateral	  and	  regional	  trade	  and	  investment	  agreements	  should	  no	  longer	  create	  opportunities	  for	  private	  
entities	  to	  initiate	  litigation	  against	  the	  state	  with	  respect	  to	  regulation	  in	  the	  interests	  of	  public	  health,	  unless	  
complementary	  rights	  of	  governments	  and	  public	  interest	  groups	  are	  also	  empowered	  to	  bring	  actions	  against	  
companies	  for	  undermining	  health.	  
	  
That	  we	  call	  on	  the	  parties	  negotiating	  any	  bilateral	  or	  regional	  trade	  and	  investment	  agreement,	  to:	  

• Clarify	  and	  improve	  investment	  protection	  rules	  and	  the	  operation	  of	  dispute	  settlement	  procedures	  by	  
reaffirming	  that	  the	  right	  of	  states	  to	  regulate	  in	  the	  pursuit	  of	  legitimate	  public	  policy	  objectives	  by	  
preventing	  investors	  from	  bringing	  frivolous	  claims	  through	  obligations	  to	  pay	  all	  litigation	  costs,	  
including	  those	  of	  the	  state,	  when	  their	  claim	  is	  lost,	  and	  by	  introducing	  codes	  of	  conduct	  into	  the	  
arbitration	  system	  to	  address	  transparency	  and	  conflicts	  of	  interest.	  

• Ensure	  general	  “hard	  law”	  authorities	  [replacing	  exceptions]	  for	  governments	  to	  regulate	  for	  public	  
health	  purposes	  tobacco	  use	  and	  reductions	  in	  the	  consumption	  of	  unhealthy	  food	  and	  beverage,	  and	  the	  
harmful	  use	  alcohol,	  consistent	  with	  international	  health	  laws	  (such	  as	  the	  Framework	  Convention	  on	  
Tobacco	  Control)	  and/or	  World	  Health	  Organization	  (WHO)	  best	  practices	  recommendations	  

• Unequivocally	  affirm	  the	  rights	  of	  governments	  to	  avail	  fully	  of	  the	  flexibilities	  within	  the	  World	  Trade	  
Organization’s	  Agreement	  on	  Trade-‐Related	  Intellectual	  Property	  Rights	  (TRIPS),	  consistent	  with	  the	  
Doha	  Declaration	  on	  TRIPS	  and	  Public	  Health	  

	  
That	  we	  encourage,	  and	  where	  possible	  will	  support,	  collaboration	  between	  national	  governments,	  especially	  
South-‐South	  collaboration,	  to	  share	  knowledge	  and	  technical	  expertise	  pertaining	  to	  trade,	  health,	  and	  NCDs.	  We	  
furthermore	  encourage	  countries	  to:	  

• Use	  TRIPS	  flexibilities	  to	  achieve	  affordable	  prices	  on	  products	  of	  assured	  quality,	  and	  to	  retain	  the	  
benefits	  of	  the	  TRIPS	  flexibilities	  by	  avoiding	  entrance	  into	  free-‐trade	  agreements	  that	  contain	  TRIPS-‐plus	  
obligations	  with	  impact	  on	  pharmaceutical	  pricing	  and	  availability,	  or	  mitigating	  the	  negative	  impact	  of	  
TRIPS-‐plus	  commitments	  already	  made	  by	  utilizing	  remaining	  public	  health	  flexibilities	  to	  the	  fullest	  
extent	  possible.	  	  

	  
That	  we	  call	  on	  the	  need	  for	  a	  treaty	  on	  the	  marketing	  of	  foods,	  alcohol,	  and	  products	  that	  promote	  sedentary	  
play.	  
 


