	Include Bangladesh into G20: Yunus <>Sarkozy Correspondence March/April 2011


Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus has urged France to reform the G20 for including developing countries like Bangladesh, as the global economic system is too narrow in the present framework.

On March 25 this year, the Grameen Bank founder wrote a letter to French President Nicolas Sarkozy, also requesting him to give more voices to developing countries, as the economic system has been the main reason for widely creeping poverty in many countries.

Dr Yunus has been promoting the possibility of including developing countries like Bangladesh in the group that collectively produces 85 percent of global gross national product, controls 80 percent of world trade (including EU intra-trade) and homes two-thirds of the world population.

In his letter to the French President, the microfinance pioneer voiced his strong concern for reforming the global economic system.

He argued that developing countries should commit to take control of their own future. Through this initiative, developing countries like Bangladesh would be able to contribute directly to the G25 initiatives.

Last year Prof Yunus had a discussion with the French President regarding enhancing the G20 to G25, by including five low-income and developing countries in the group to enable them to propose concrete, visible steps towards a broader approach to economic governance of global issues.

Bangladesh will be part of the specific events France organises as the incumbent chair of G20, said Sarkozy on Tuesday, in response to Yunus’s proposal that his country should be included in the influential group.

As for including Bangladesh in G25, President Sarkozy wrote to Yunus: “Regarding your country, which you are warmly advocating for, we are considering, together with other developing nations, to make Bangladesh part of specific events organised by the French Presidency of G20, even if we cannot extend an invitation to Cannes.”

Sarkozy has offered a three-pronged agenda for France's G20 presidency. This includes tackling volatility in commodity prices, exploring changes to the world monetary system and reforming global economic governance.

He welcomed Yunus’s proposal to enlarge the composition of the Group to allow developing countries to participate. He has also invited the Grameen Bank founder to further discuss these issues and to further enhance the initiative on the issue of poverty and exclusion.

Sarkozy wrote that he was counting on the support of Prof Yunus to progress the work of the G20 in two directions which, as much as Prof Yunus, Sarkozy considers necessary: economic development on one side, and the social aspects of globalisation, on the other.

The French President praised Grameen Bank, which has ensured access to credit for poor people of Bangladesh. “Please allow me to reiterate, once again, how much your model of a "social business" bank, which has enabled poor people in your country to widely access credit, is admired and respected in France,” wrote Sarkozy.

He added: “The world needs innovative projects to fight poverty and inequalities, and the creation of Grameen Bank was an audacious initiative, which has been a source of inspiration for the international community.”

The G20 is a group of finance ministers and central bank governors from 20 major economies: 19 countries plus the European Union, which is represented by the president of the European Council and by the European Central Bank
	Yunus Paris meeting 9 Dec 2010

Former Housing Minister of France Christine Boutin and Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus presented in a official ceremony the Interim Report on the Social Dimension of Globalization to President Sarkozy at Elysee Palace on December 9 and briefed the President on the French action plan on the social front during French Presidency of G 20 next year.

Below is the official communique of the Elysee Palace in French, and a translation in English:

Mrs. Christine Boutin presented her interim report on the social dimension of globalization to the President of the French Republic, Nicolas Sarkozy in presence of Nobel Peace Prize winner Professor Muhammad Yunus. The Head of State had commissioned this report to Mrs. Boutin in December 2009, in the framework of the French presidency of the G20 Summit.

The president thanked Mrs. Boutin for her comprehensive work, and emphasized that the social aspect of globalization would be at the heart of the French presidency of the G20.

The President confirmed that the International Labour Organisation (ILO) would be closely involved with the French presidency of the G20.

Indeed France, who had pledged for a closer collaboration of the ILO alongside the work of the G20, will invite the organization to take part in the summit, as well as all preparatory meetings of the French presidency.

The President also reiterated that France was keen to collaborate with other non members of the G20 as well as the United nations, through the participation of the Secretary General and its teams in the work.

Other proposals included in Mrs. Boutin’s report, echo back to two pillars of the French presidency: food safety, which will be key on the agenda for the development of the G 20 and corporate social responsibility.

Lastly, the President paid tribute to the work of Muhammad Yunus, who was rightly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2006, and the contribution of the Grameen Bank and microcredit in the fight against poverty. The Head of State also guaranteed France’s support in his work which aims to develop “social business”, in the actions of the international community at the service of development.
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	1) In February 2008, the President of the French Republic, Nicholas Sarkozy, unsatisfied

with the present state of statistical information about the economy and the society, asked,

Joseph Stiglitz (President of the Commission), Amartya Sen (Advisor) and Jean Paul

Fitoussi (Coordinator) to create a Commission, subsequently called “The Commission on

the Measurement of Economic Performance and Social Progress” (CMEPSP). The

Commission’s aim has been to identify the limits of GDP as an indicator of economic

performance and social progress, including the problems with its measurement; to

consider what additional information might be required for the production of more

relevant indicators of social progress; to assess the feasibility of alternative measurement

tools, and to discuss how to present the statistical information in an appropriate way.

http://www.stiglitz-sen-fitoussi.fr/documents/rapport_anglais.pdf 

	April 2008

HEC Paris establishes a new Chair on "Social Business" 

Following a meeting between French President Nicolas Sarkozy, Nobel Peace Prize Winner Muhammad Yunus, and HEC Paris Dean Bernard Ramanantsoa, HEC has announced the founding of a Chair in ?Social Business?.

The Chair will be charged with developing a two-month training program on social business designed to complement the final-year curriculum of MSc in Management students at HEC or at other business schools and universities. The objective will be to sensitize students to innovative approaches in business that contribute to reducing poverty and exclusion in both developing countries and developed countries such as France.

Professor Muhammad Yunus, Nobel Peace Prize winner 2006, founder of Grameen Bank in Bangladesh and also HEC Honoris Causa Professor since 2005, will co-hold the Chair with Martin Hirsch, High Commissioner for Active Solidarities against Poverty in the French government and former chairman of charity Emmaüs France


	17 May 2010 New York

The Pasteur Foundation will present its annual award to Chairman and CEO of Danone Franck Riboud and to Nobel Peace Laureate and microfinance pioneer Muhammad Yunus, Managing Director of Grameen Bank at the Foundation's gala on Monday, May 17. 

The event will be held at Gotham Hall under the patronage of French Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner, French Ambassador Pierre Vimont and French Consul General Philippe Lalliot.




